| am amateur operator KC8MID and a long distance offshore sailor. | depend on
Pactor digital communication for critical weather information, emergency contact,
and contact with family and friends when outside the range of cell services. There
is no affordable substitute for this service which is offered by a dedicated group of
amateurs in the Winlink group. Disabling Pactor communications serves no
practical purpose and does not enhance national security in any way, in fact it may
actually detract from it by robbing US sailors of a tool to report any observed
suspicious activities offshore.



